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From the New- Harmony, (Ind.) Gazette. 
ORATION, 

CONTAINING A DECLARATION OF 
MENTAL INDEPENDENCE, 
DELIVERED 
IN THE PUBLIC HALL, AT NEW-HARMONY, IND., Bi 
ROBERT OWEN, 
aT THE CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH OP JULY 
1826. 

1. We meet to commemorate the period, when the 
inhabitants of this new world attained the powe: 
go withdraw from the control of the old world, anu 
to form a government for themselves. 

g. This event is likely to prove, in its consequences, 
as important as any which has occurred in ancient 
or modern times. It has been the means of pre- 
paring a new erain the history of man, and of pro- 
ducing such a change of circumstances as will ad- 
mit of the introduction of measures to change, en- 
tirely, the character and condition of the human 
race. 

3. The revolution in America, sanctioned and se- 
cured by the Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
gave to a people advancing towards civilization, the 
first opportunity of establishing a government, 
which would, by degrees, permit them to acquire 
that greatest of blessings Mentax Lisenry. 

4, This was, indeed, a most important point 
gained: it was the first time such privilege had been 
ever possessed by mankind. 

5. Its fruits have been visible in the gradual ad- 
vance towards mental liberty, which has been made 
during the half century which this day completes 
from that memorable event. But, I conclude, it 
will be in the next half century, now about to com- 
mence, that the wondering world will learn justiy 
to estimate the value of the high achievemeut 
which was then attained. 

6. It was not the mere political liberty then con- 
quered from the old world, that was the real victory 
gained by the inhabitants of these vast regions: for 
political power had been often wrested from one 
party and obtained by another: but, it was the right 
which they thereby acquired and used, to establish 
the liberty of freely extending thought upon all sub- 

jects, secular and religious; and the right to ex- 
press those thoughts openly, so soon as the existing 
prejudices, derived from the old world, could be so 
far removed as to direct the mind of the multitud: 
to investigate facts and reject the mysteries of dis- 
ordered imaginations: to teach them to discern the 
¥alue of the former, as they always direct to the 
developement of real knowledge ; and instruct them 
tightly to estimate the evil of the latter, as they 








lead to those errors which have made man a cont- 
ound of folly and a recipient for misery. 

7. Yes, my friends, the Declaration of independ- 
nce, in 1776, prepared the way to secure to you 
Menravt Liserry, without which man never can 
become more than a mere localized being, with 
powers to render hin more miserable and degraded 
than the aitmals which he has been taught to deem 
uferior to himself, [tis true, the right of mental 
iberty is inherent in our nature; for while man 
exists in mental health, no human power can de- 
prive him of it; but until the Revolution of 1776, 
no people had acquired the political potcer to per- 
mi them to use that right, when their minds should 
he so far freed from early imbibed prejudices as to 
tllow them to derive benefits from its practice. No 
nation, except this, even yet possesses the political 
power to enable the people to use the right of mental 
freedom. 

8. This right—this invaluable right, you now en- 
joy by the Constitution obtained for you by Wash- 
ington, Franklin, Henry, and the other worthies as- 
sociated with them. 

9. You have indeed abundant reason to rejoice ip 
this victory, obtained over the thick mental dark- 
ness which, till then, covered the earth. 

10. The collision of «mind which produced that 
victory, and which was produced by it, elicited a 
spark of light, which enabled the prowmiuent actors 
in those scenes to discover a glimpse through the 
long night of error and nusrule, with which the inha- 
bitants of all the earth had been previously aiflicted, 

11. Still, howeve:, these men, whose minds were 
in advance of the age in which they lived, were en- 
circled by the prejudices which they and their 
fathers brought from Europe, and which had de- 
scended to the inhabitants of those regions through 
many ages of despotism, superstition and ignorance, 
And although a few of these highly-gifted men of 
the Revolution saw a stronger and clearer light at 
the distance, as they supposed, of some ages before 
them ; they were too conscious of the extent of the 
old errors around them to attempt more than to se- 
cure the means in the Constitution which ther 
formed, by which their successors might work then 
way to the superior distant light, and gain fo: 
themselves the innumerable advantages which real 
mental liberty could bestow upon them. 

12. Itis for you ani YOUR successors now to press 
onward, with your utmost speed, in the course 
which, by so many sacrifices, for your benefit, thes 
have opened for you. They discovered some of the 
innumerable impositions which had been practised 
ov your predecessors; they saw more of thew, thae 
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in the tenpper of those times, they could ventur: 
publicly to expose ; but they have left such decided 
proofs of ther own feelings and views regarding 
them that none, who reflect, can doubt the strong 
desire they felt to attack and destroy still more ot 
‘them, and, if possible, to annihilate all the arts and 
mysteries by which the few had so long held a per- 
Ri“ious, despotic sway and control over the many. 
13. These wise men were withheld from going 
beyond the line determined upon at the Revolution, 
apprehending that, by attempting to gain a greater 
advance ignorance 
might put to hazard the benefits they found they 
could secure ; 


upon and superstition, they 
and herein they evinced their know- 
‘ledge of the times in which they lived and acted. 

14. These worthies knew, that their descendants, 
starting fromthe point which they had gained, could, 
in due time, without such risk, make other and still 
more important advances toward mental liberty— 
toward that which will, when fully attained, enable 
man to remove the cause of all crime, and the 
misery which arises from the commission of crimes. 
To attain this mental liberty, in its full extent 
and highest purity, and to be secure in its perma- 
nent possession, will be the greatest victory that 
man can gain. 

15. My friends, it surely cannot be your wish, 
that any good and great cause should be effected 
only by halves,—-and more especially when that 
which remains to be done, is, beyond all calculation, 
the more important? There is a noble object before 
us, to be won by some party or another in this or in 
some other country. It is no less than the destruc- 
tion of the threetold causes which deprive man of 
Mental liberty, which compel him to commit 
crimes, and to suffer ail the miseries which crime 
can inflict. Could we but gain this object—soon 
would rational intelligence, real virtue, and sub- 
stantial happiness, be permanently established 
among men; ignorance, poverty, dependence, and 
vice, would be for ever banished from the earth. 

Let me now ask,— 

16. Are you prepared to imitate the example of 
your ancestors ? Are you willing to run the risks 
which they enconntered ? Are you ready, like thein, 
to meet the prejudices of past times, and determined 


to overcome them at ALL hazards, for the benefit of 


your country and for the emancipation of the human 
race? Are you, indeed, willing to sacrifice your for- 
tunes, lives, and reputations, if such sacrifices should 
be necessary, to secnre for all your fellow-beings, 
theGreaTeEsT Goop that, according to our present 
knowledge, it is possible for them ever to receive ? 

17. Are you prepared to achieve a Menta Revo- 
LUTION as superior in benefit and importance to the 
first revolution, as the mental powers of man ex- 
ceed his physical powers? If you are, I am most 
ready and willing to join you in this deed—the last 
and most daring that has been left for man in his 
irrational state to perform. 

18. But, my friends, knowing, as I do, the im- 
measurable magnititude of the coop which this 
Mental Revolution will effect and permanently se- 
cure for human nature through all future ages--I 
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deem the continued existence, a little longer here. 
of a few individuals to be of no consideration wha: 
ever in comparison with its attainment ; and, there. 
fore, as I cannot know the present state of you, 
minds, and as the continuance of life at my age, is 
very uncertain, I have calmly and deliberately de. 
termined, upon this eventful and auspicious occa. 
sion, to break asunder the remaining mental honds 
which for so many ages have grievously afflicted 
our nature, and by so doing, to give for ever ruyy 
FREEDOM TO THE HUMAN MIND. 

19. Upon an experience, then, of nearly forty 
years, which, owing to a very peculiar combination 
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of circumstances, has been more varied, extended 
and singular, than perhaps has ever fallen to the Jot 
of any one man, and, during which period, my 
mind was continually occupied in tracing the cause 
of each human misery that came before me to its 
true origin ;—I now DECLARE to you, and to the 
world, that Man, up to this hour, has been in all 
parts of the earth, a slave to a TRintvy of the most 
monstrous evils that could be combined to inflict 
mental and physical evil upon his whole race. : 

20. Lreferto Parvare, or INDIvipUAL Proper. 
TY—ABSURD AND IRRATIONAL SYSTEMS OF RELI- 
eron—and MARRIAGE, FOUNDED ON INDIVIDUAL 
PROPERTY COMBINED WITH SOME ONE OF THESE 
IRRATIONAL SYSTEMS OF RELIGION. 

21. It is difficult to say which of these grand 
sources of all crime ought to be placed first or last; 
for they are so intimately interlinked and woven 
together by time, that they cannot be separated 
without being destroyed :—each one is necessary to 
the support of the other two. This formidable Trin 
ity, compounded of Ignorance, Superstition and 
Hypocrisy, is the only Demon, or Devil, that ever 
nas, or, most likely, ever will torment the human 
race. It ts well calculated, in all its consequences, 
to produce the utmost misery on the mind and body 
of man of which his nature is susceptible. The di- 
Vision of property among individuals prepared the 
seeds, cultivated the growth, and brought to mate- 
rity all the evils of poverty and riches existing 
among a people at the same time ; the industrious 
experiencing privations and the idle being over- 
whelmed and injured by wealth. 

22. Religicn, or Superstition,—for all religions 
have proved themselves to be Superstitions,—by de- 
stroying the judgment, irrationalized all the mental 
faculties of man, and made him the most abject 
slave through the fear of nonentities created solely 
by his own disordered imagination. Superstition 
forced him to believe, or to say he believed, that a 
Being existed who possessed all power, wisdom and 
goodness—that he could do and that he did, every 
thing—and yet, that evil and misery superabound ; 
and that this Being, who makes and does all things 
is not the direct or indirect author of evil or misery. 
Such is the foundation on which all the mysteries 
and ravings of Superstition are erected in all parts 
of the world. Its inconsistency and inconceivable 
folly have been such as ta keep the world tn cole 
tinual wars, and massacres, to create private di- 





visions, leading to every imaginable evil; and it is 
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probable that Superstition has caused more than its 
third of the crimes aod sufferings of the human race : 

23. The forms aud ceremonies of Marriage, a+ 
they have been hitherto generally performed, an: 
rerwards supported, make it almost certain, tha’ 
they were contrived and forced upon the people at 
the same period that property was first divides 
among a few leading individuals and Superstition 
was invented: this being the only device that coul 
ve introduced to permit them to retain their di- 
vision of the pablic spoils, and create to themselves 
gn aristocracy of wealth, of power, and of learning. 

24. ‘To enable them to keep their children apart 
fom the multitude who were to be kept in poverty, 
tw ignorance, and consequently without power,— 
ind to monopolize all wealth and power and learn- 
ing to themselves,—some such contrivance as 
Marriage, with mysterious forms and ceremonies, 
to hide their real intentions from the ignorant, was 
absolutely necessary, that they might, through the 
rnfuence of their wealth, learning and power, se- 
tect the most beautiful and desirable women, frou 
among all the people,—and thus enslave and make 
them, in fact, a part of thei private property. 

25. This was the commencement of that system 
which led to such endless crimes and miseries and 
degradation of the human facafties, by tempting the 
mexperienced to barter their feelings and affections 
jor wealth, trappings, and power ; when too late for 
their happiness, they discover they have been de- 
ceived, and that wealth, learning and power, can 
make no amends fyr the waat of those natural feel- 
ings and affections, in the union of which, all feel 
the present happiness of life to consist. 

26. Among the uly intelligent, Marriage will be 
respected only when it shall be formed between 
those who are equal in wealth, education and condi- 
tion; who are well acquainted with each other's 
liabits, minds and feelings, beiore they euter upon 
the engagement; and who kuow also, that by thei 
nature the continaance of affection dues vot depend 
upon the will of either, but that it will diminish or 
increase according as they produce pleasurable or 
disagreeable sensations in each other. Marriage, 
towake ita virtuous and happy Connexion, must 
be coutracted by beth parties, solely with a view to 
As, then, it isa law of nature that 
our affections are not at tae control of the will; and 


their happiness. 


as happiness can be enjoyed only when we associate 
with those for whom we cannot avoid having the 
most esteem, regard and aflection; it should be as 
reputable, aud equally authorized by law, to dissolve 
marriage when the esteem and affection caunot be 
‘etamed for each other, and when the union pro- 
Wiises to produce more misery than happiness, as to 
form the matriage in the first instance. When 
however the parties are on a perfect equality in 
wealth, condition and education, and iutimately ac- 
quainted with each other’s thoughts and feelings be- 
lore marriage ; and when no motive whatever exists 
but genuine affection to induce the parties to unite ; 
itis most likely that marriages so formed would be 
more permanent than they have ever yet been. Bui 
‘he present and past character of man, formed by 
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the inconsistent and iocongruous circulustances 
sround him, have made him so artificial in his feel- 
‘ngs, Views and conduct, that a decisive conclusion 
annot be drawn upon this most interesting part of 
‘he subject. Be this, however, as it’ may, we may 
ye sure, that as soon as man shall be trained ration- 
ily, and surrounded by those circumstances only 
shich are in unison with his nature, he will act only 
‘ationally ; that is, in such a manner as to secure 
the highest and purest happiness to himself and 
vis fellow-creatures. 

27. The sevolution, then, to be now effected, is 
the Destruction of this Hypra of Evits—in 
order that the many may be no longer poor, wietch- 
ed beings,—dependent ov the wealthy and powerful 
few ; that Man may be nolonger a superstitious idiot, 
continually dying from the futile fear of death; 
that he may no longer unite himself to the other sex 
from any mercenary Or superstitious motives, nor 
promise and pretend to do that which it depends 
not ou himself to perforin. 

28. Upon the experience of a life devoted to 
the investigation of these momentous subjects, I 
fearlessly now declare to you, from a conviction, 
as strong as conviction can exist in the human mind, 
that this compound of ignorance and fraud, 18 THE 
REAL AND ONLY CAUSE OF ALL THE CRIME, AND 
MISERY ARISING FROM CRIME, WHICH CAN BE 
FOUND IN HUMAN SOCIETY. 

29. This threefold, horrid monster, has been most 
speciously gilded and decorated with external trap- 
pings, to awe the ignorant multitude and deter them 
from examining the black venom and corruption 
within. 
death for any mortal, except the initiated, to ap- 


It was in sundry times and places made 


proach these hidden mysteries; and nothing short 
of the Inquisition with the aid of that fearful un- 
meaning term SacreEp, could have, fer so long a 
period, kept man,—irvational as these terrors made 
him,—trom discovering the imposition which was 
practised upon him for the sole purpose of keeping 
him in mental slavery and bondage. 

30. For nearly forty years have I been employed, 
heartand soul, day by day, almost without ceasing, 
in preparing the means and arranging the circum- 
stances,lo enable me to give the death-blow to the ty- 
ranny and despotism, which, for uunuabered ages 
past, have held the human mind spell-bound, in 
chains and fetters, of such mysterious forms and 
shapes, that no mortal hand dared approach to set 
Nox has the fulness of 
time, for the accomplishment of Uns great event, 
been completed until within this hour,—and such 
has been the extraordinary course of events, that 
the Declaration of Political lndepeudence, in 1776, 
has produced its counterpart, the DecLaraTion 
oF Menta InpePENDENGE in 1826—tbe latier 
just half a century from the former. 

31. Rejoice with me, my friends, that your Men- 
tal Independence rests now as secure as your Po- 
litical ladependence; for the overwhelming power of 
Tauta over error is such, thai as s00n as arranger 
ments can be foimed to admit of the full develope- 
raent of Truth to the world, and it is once publicly 


the suffering prisoner free. 
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promulgated, no art, or falsehood, or force, can ever 
afterwards return it back into forgetiulness, or un- 
teach the truths which it has taught. 

32. Under the circumstances in which this Men- | 
tal Revolution has been made, no human power | 
can undo, or render nugatory, that which has now 
been done. 

33. This Truth has passed from me, beyond the 
possibility of recall: it has been already receive: 
into your minds: speedily it will be heard through- 
out America, and from thence it will pass North 
and South, East and West, as far as language is 
known,—and almost as fast as it shall be conveyed, 
human nature will recognize and receive it. In 
countries, in which ignorance and despotism hold 
their sway over the multitude, arts will be used to 
keep it from being heard among them : but neither 
armies, nor barriers of any kind, can now prevent 
a great and important truth from finding its way. 
by some means Oo: another into the darkest recesses 
of error and deception. 

34. Rejoce, then, with me, my friends, that this 
light is now set upon a hill; for it will increase 
daily, more and more, until it shall be seen, felt, 
and understood, by all the nations of the earth. 

35. Rejoice, with me, that we now live under a 
government unconnected with any of the supersti- 
tions of the dark ages of ignorance ; a government 
established purposely to give man his natura! 
rights; to give him the full power to obtain mental! 
liberty as soon as he could disburthen himself o! 
the prejudices of his ancestors. 

36. The individuals who compose a great ma- 
jority of your present general government ate hap- 
pily free from the weakening and deadening influ- 
ence of Superstiton; their experience is too ex- 
tensive, ther minds are too enlightened, to be 
longer heid in slavery and bondage by imaginary 
notions unsapported by a single fact. They will 
therefore rejoice to see their fellow-citizens and 
their fellow-men throwing off the yoke which has 
hitherto kept their finest faculties in bondage, and 
théy will look (orward with increased hope to the 
advantages which the rising generation, freed from 
these errors, will acquire and possess. 

$7. All who are deeply versant in human nature 
can readily estimate the difference between a gene- 
ration, whose judgment shall have been carefully 
cultivated from infancy, and whose best faculties 
shall have been early called into full action, and 
one in which the judgment has been forced to be- 
come subservient to a misguided imagination, and 
in whose mind all natural facts have been distorted 
and made to bend and support mysteries only cal- 
culated to blind the understanding and call forth 
the weaker and worse feelings of human nature. 
Your government, and all the enlightened men of 
these States and of other countries, now look to 
the improved education of the faculties of children, 
to produce a race of rational beings, whose minds 
will be freed from the superstitions, prejudices, 
and errors of past times; and I trust, that in this 
reapect, no parties will be disappointed. 
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preparing the meansto bring up your children, with 
industrious and useful habits, with natural, and of 


| course rational ideas and views, with sincerity in all 


their proceedings ; and to give them kind and af. 
fectionate feelings for each other, and charity, in the 
most extensive sense of the term, for all their fe}. 
low-creatures. 

3%. By doing this, by uniting your separate in. 
terests into one, by doing away with individual 
money transactions, by exchanging with each other 
your articles of produce on the basis of labour for 
equal labour, by looking forward to apply your su;- 
plus wealth to assist others to obtain similar advan. 
tages, and by the abandonment of the use of spi- 
rituous liquors, you will in a peculiar manner pro- 
mote the object of every wise government and of 
all really enlightened men. 

40. And here we now are, as near, perhaps, as 
we can be in the centre of the United States, even, 
as it were, like the little grain of mustard seed ; but 
with these GREAT TRUTHS before us, with the prac. 
tice of the social system, as soon as it shall be well 
understood among us, our principles will, I trust, 
spread from Community to Community, from State 
to State, and trom Continent to Continent, uutit 
this System and these Trurus shall overshadow 
the whole earth, shedding fragrance and abundance, 
tutelligence aud happiness, upon all the sons of men 

I would that you, and those who now live in this 
and other countries, could partake, for many years, 
of all these enjoyiments, 

REMARKS. 

We have published Mr. Owen’s Oration, above, 

in the style and arrangement it has ‘appeared in the 


* New-Harmony Gazette ;’ 


” strictly adhering to the 
typography of the Gazette. We have merely 
numbered the paragraphs, 1, 2, 3, etc. for the cun- 
venience of a reference to assist the reader. 

The first ten paragraphs we pass by as being ta- 
ther “common place,” in their matter, and con 
taining nothing of consequence in relation to the 
subject which so strongly impregnated the visionaly 
head of the writer. 

The paragraphs numbered 11, 12, 13, 14, if we 
understand them, purport the following: The 
Sages and Patriots who planned and achieved the 
Revolution which gave liberty to the people of the 
United States of America, “ were encircled by the 
prejudices which they and their fathers brought 
from Europe,” &c. consequently, they did not at- 
tempt a mental revolution; but left this more 
mighty work for future times. Mr, O., however, 
has no doubt, that if they had seen as far as he can 
see, and had not been withheld by untoward cir- 
cumstances, they would have made an attempt to 
“ annihilate all the arts and mysteries,” &c. &e.! 
It seems, then, that these sages and patriots risked 
every thing toestablish and perpetuate the rights of 
society as it now is; and Mr. O. would persuade 
us, that the boon of so great a price, which has cot 
so much blood and treasure, and which is a “ mon- 
strous evil,” would have been destroyed, as nothing 
worth, by the very hands which built the fabric, J 
only his superior wisdom had existed! !!. 
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We fervently thank that Gop, whose existence 


Mr. Owen will not condescend to acknowledy: 
for the gilt of Wasmineton, Franxuin, an 
Henry, iv the stead of such men as Robert Owen ! 
Washington, Franklin, and Henry, believed in Go. 
and humbly implored his assistance and protection 
Tney commenced by an appeal to the Suprem: 
Being, and feeling the justice of their cause, they 
invoked His Name as their Protection ; and, in th: 
Name of the Lorp of Hosts, fought the battle- 
and variously deiended their persecuted but be 
hoved country! 

Reader, behold the contrast. The Sages aw 
Patriots of America, commenced their “ war o 
independence,” professedly under the auspices o 
the God of Heaven, They publicly, and fervently 
appealed to Him, and supplicated His guidance and 
protection. Not so with Mr. O. He denounces ali 
religions. He even stigmatizes a belief in a Su- 
preme Being! We believe the institutions guar- 
anteed by the wisdom of our Sages, and tested by 
filty years prosperity, will remain stable on thei 
foundations, when the dust of Robt. Owen shali 
oease to be the tired sport of the winds of indig- 
nant Heaven ! 

If the reader be a Christian, we ask him to read 
the paragraph numbered 15, and answer to his con- 
science, whether his hopes of the destruction of 
sin in the heart of man, and of man’s reformation, 
are not founded on the power, wisdom and goodness, 
of a different Being from Robt. Owen? If the 
reader has tasted of the bastard philosophy of Re- 
volutionary France, and drank of the muddy wa- 
ters of European infidelity, uatil “ bis foolish heart 
is darkened,” and his vanity become his polar star 
and guide, to him we say, Whiat are your hopes, 
founded on the imaginations of man, * whose breath 
is in his nostrils,” and whose frailty is written over 
the broad expanse of human action, crime and 
fully? For ourselves, we say, our hope is in God. 
We will look to Him ;—He ouly can destioy the 
*causes which deprive man of mental liberty.” 
The religion of Jesus, the seat of God, can alone 
make man “ free indeed.” Reader, beware of those, 
who, “ while they promise you liberty, are them- 
selves the servants of corruption,” 

In p. 16, Mr. O. teaches, if we can understand 
hua, that the “GREATEST GOOD” it is possible fur 
nan ever to receive, ts the liberty Which he promises 
his adherents! We will hope in God, fur something 
better! We have read in that Book which Mr. O. 
comtemns, of those who “call good evil, and evil 
good !” 

Mr. O.’s 17th p. is, in our estimation, an evidence 
of astonishing arrogance, desperation of purpose, 
&e. which convinces us that Mr. O. is in a very ir- 
rational condition. 

Mr. O. comes, in p. 18, in the greatness of his 
might. “I,” says this arrogant man, “ have calmly 
and deliberately determined”—Have you, indeed ? 
What have you determined? Why, to “break 
asunder the remaining mental bonds which for so 
many ages have grievously afflicted our nature, and, 
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HUMAN Minn.” Who is this J, who has determined 
o do all this? Reader, this 7 is aman, “ wise in Ais 
nen conceit,” who las lately crossed the Atlantic, 
iad having established his head quartets at an ob- 
cure place ycleped New-Harmony, has issued a 
remendous bulletin !!! 

Paragraph 19, is an evidence of Mr. O.’s modes- 
‘'y! No man ever lived so singularly situated, and 
well conditioned as this Mr. Q., to accomplish this 
wveat work. As the supreme Being is a * nonen- 
itty,” Mr. QO. is, on his own evidence, the greatest 
veing in the universe! Reader, what is written, is 
written. Every one can judge for himself, whether 
Mr. O. has taught in his oration, or even admitted 
the existence of a God, who governs the world; 
ind whether this Mr. O. has not advanced and 
wowed that, which amounts, of necessity, to un- 
qualified atheism. He asserts, “that man up to 
this hour, has been, in all parts of the earth, a slave 
toa Trinivy of the most monstrous evils that could 
be combined to inflict mental and physical evil upon 
his whole rece.” Can this be true, and a God exist? 
No! Can this be true, and the doctrine taught by 
Jesus Christ, of God, be true? No! Were the pro- 
phets of God, and was Christ, and his apostles, and 
have believers in the Gospel of Chiist, up to this 
hour, been slaves “to the most monstrous evils?” 
Reader, dare you deliberately answer in the affirin- 
ative ? 

What is this Trinity? Ans. One member of it, 
is “absurd and irrational systems of religion.” Has 
Mr. O. made any distinction, or acknowledged any 
difference, in favour of any religion that ever ex- 
isted? No! For Mr. ©. declares, that “aux reli- 
gions have proved themselves to be Superstitions.” 
He has also demed, in his Gazette, that any reli- 
gion is of divine origin, or seally useful to mankind, 
All men, atheisls excepted, acknowledge some re- 
ligion; but this man will have none! 

Has not Mr. O. said a word about God? Ans. 
Mr. O. says, p. 22, of religion or superstution, that 
“Superstition forced bim [man] to believe, or to 
say he believed, that a Beimg exisied who possessed 
ali power, wisdom and goodvess—that he could de 
and that he did, every tInng—and vet, that evil ané 
misery superabound; and that this Being, whe 
makes and does all things, is not the direct or indi- 
rect author of evil or misery.” He speaks of thie 
belief as of “ incduceivable folly!” Weill, then, the 
argument is this—The “most monstrous evils ex- 
ist” —the existence of a “ Being who possesses all 
power, wisdom and gooduess,” is impossible, and 
these monstrous evils exist at the same time! Je- 
sus Christ taught, that “a Being existed who pos- 
sessed all power, wisdom, and goodness.” And, 
strange to tell, such is the character of man, that 
some men exist, who will be more offended with us 
for exposing Owen, and his adherents’ errors, than 
they will be offended with Owen, for declaring, in 
words that will admit of no other signification, 
that the religion of Christ is a “monstrous evil," 
and the faith in the God and Father of Christ, 
which Christ taught, an “inconceivable folly!!! 
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Are you not ashamed of yourselves? We say to 
any and all, who may think to assume the character 
of Dhetators, that we pity their weakness, and shal! 
ouly sinile at their impotent efforts. We will en- 
deavour to do our duty ; and leave, in humble confi- 
dence, the event to God. Be it known unto all 
men, that, let what may come or happen, we will 
not worship the images they shall set up. The only 
hope of man, is founded on the truths taught in the 
gospel or religion of Jesus Christ. The man 
who stigmatizes this religion, as a “ monstrous evil, 
and superstition,” is our enemy ; and the enemy of 
God, and the whole human race!!! 

We say, once for all—This paper was instituted 
for the express purpose of exposing error, and dis- 
seminating Truth. The Editor is accountable only 
to his God. He has no desire to please men, ex- 
vept for their edification. He fears no conse- 
quences, while the arm of Oms1poTENcE is out- 
stretched for his defence. 
this paper shall conduct it, is no concern of his. 
But, one thing may be relied upon, that so long as 
he does conduct it, he will speak what he believes 
to be the Truth, fearlessly ! “ No man was ever lost 
in a straight road.” Truth will triumph, when the 
heads of its opposers shall lie low in the dust. 
we have enemies—we pity them. If we have friends 
—iod bless them! Reader, excuse this digression. 


Mr. O.’s assertions relative to the institution of 


martiage, is of a piece with the rest. See para- 
graphs 23, 24, 25, 26. According to him, marriage 
was contrived when property was first divided, for 
the purpose of keeping children apart, and securing 
to the rich, and enslaving as a part of their private 
property the most beautiful women. Mr. O. con- 
siders it should be as respectable and as lawful, to 
dissolve, as to form the marriage tu the first instance. 
The will of the interested parties is to be the only 
law !* But, let what will be the consequence, there 
inust be no private property. 

We will recapitulate, and arrange Mr. O.’s pro- 


minent propositions; and if they do not amount to 
atheism, we solemuly declare, we do not know their 
Having exposed the error, stripped of its 
The wretched 


tupport. 
gloss, we shall have done our duty. 
recipient of it will learn, in the bitterness of its con- 
sequences, the price of his peace of mind; aud ta- 
meut, perhaps unpitied, his folly. Paime, shameless 
as he was, when he wrote his “ Age of Reason,” ac- 
huowledged the existence and goodness of the Su- 
preme God. His “Age of Reason,” theretore, is 
less exceptionable than Owen’s Oration. 

We have said that Mr. Owen is an atheist. We 
will prove it! We profess to believe and advocate the 
religion er Gospel of Christ. We have“ no part 
nor lot” with those who deny this religion, and stig- 
matize it as a “ monstrous evil ;” @ “ superstition” — 
a “ fraud”—and, combined with private property, 
and marriage, the “real and only cause of all the 





* Paul, (See 1 Cor vii. 15,) disagrees with Mr. O.; for 
Paul does not acknowledge that marriage is a“ contrivance” 
as Mr. O. contends ; and Paul assigns as a suffcient cause 
for departing, or dissolving the connexion, in a qualified 
sense, g_eollision in faith, not an arbitrary awd despotic 
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crime, and misery arising from crime, which can he 
found in human society.” (See p. 28.) 

First, reader, analyze Mr. O.’s 224 paragraph, 
You will there find the unqualified and impious as- 
sertion, that all religion is superstition: viz: “Re. 
ligion, or Superstition—for atv religions hare 
proved themselves to be superstitions.” There is yo 
escape. “ALL RELIGIONS”—* made him the 
most abject slave, through the fear of nonentitjes 
created solely by his disordered imagination.” 
Then, immediately is singled out, and placed in the 
front rank of nonentities, the belief in the existence 
of a “ Being possessing all power, wisdom and good- 
ness.” The religion of the meek and lowly Jesys 
is included, and the very attributes given by the Son 
of God, and his apostles, to JEHovan, are intro- 
duced to designate, without dispute, the only true 
God, and to sweep Him, with the besom of this Ora- 
tion, into oblivion. No believer in the religion of 
Jesus Christ, ever existed, who ever described the 
attributes of the God of Heaven, differently from 
the prominent description of this Mr. Owen, of that 
Being, whom he calls a nonentity. Fos it must be 
admitted, in a certain, proper, and qualified sense, 
of God,“ that He could do and that be did, every 
thing—and yet, that evil and misery superabound ; 
and that this Being, who makes and does all things, 
is not the direct author of evil or misery.” The 
word “ indirect,” we allow, would imply an absurdi 
ty. We have omitted it; and have no hesitation i; 
charging this Mr. Owen with a base slander in in- 
troducing this term, in the connexion he has used it; 
for he knows, if he knows any thing of all the reli- 
gions he has stigmatized, that very few contain the 
absurdity he has endeavoured to (oist irto them! 

Second. Mr. O. in his 16th paragraph, has de- 
clared his atheistical sentiments in the plainest lan- 
guage. Speaking of his “ mental independence,” 
alias destruction of religion and civil society, he 
calls it the “Greatest Goon, that, according to 
our present knowledge, it is possible for them ever 
to receive.” He has no knowledge, no belief, of 
any good after this life, the greatest good is to re- 
sult from the destruction of all religions! In p 
27, ne includes all religions in the phrase, * Hrprs 
or Evits.” 

It is a subborn fact, that all religions which have 
ever taught or inculcated the idea, or the doctrine 
that God exists, are stigmatized by this unprinci- 
pled man, as superstitions, including the religion ot 
Christ, and denounced, in conjunction with the in- 
stitutions of our free country, as the “ most mon- 
strous evils that could be combined to inflict men- 
tal and physical evil upon his [mans’}] whole race.” 
As if this were not sufficient, he plunges still deeper 
into the sink of impiety; and declares, that “this 
compound of ignorance and fraud, is THE REAL 
AND ONLY CAUSE OF ALL THE CRIME, AND MISE- 
RY ARISING FROM CRIME, WHICH CAN BE FOUND 
IN HUMAN society.” And this desperate allega- 
tion is impiously brandished against the religion 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour of 


sinners!!! 
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set aside, by this vain and arrogant worm of the 
just, does not teach this vile worm, by His judg- 
ments, and give him evidence of His existence, 
by His chastisements, we will acknowledge that 
our zeal is not according to knowledge. Let the 
yisionary advocates of this man’s impiety, remem- 
ber this sentence! And let them remember, too, 
that in proportion as they shall be partakers of his 
sins, shall they be partakers of his plagues. 

The reader, whatever may be his predilection 
for, or against, Robt. Owen and his mania, must 
admit, that the belief in a Supreme Being, charac- 
terized as possessing the prominent attributes enu- 
merated by Mr. O. as belonging to his nonentity, 
has constituted or formed a part of all religions of 
all people who have had a knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, Or any consistent views of theology whate- 
ver; consequently, all religions which have ever 
taught the existence of a God, are, by this impious 
man, stigmatized as “ superstitions, and inconceiv- 
able folly!” If this does not amount to atheism, 
we should like to be informed what we shall call 
it; for we can find no other name. 

The 36th paragraph of this Oration contains a 
base calumny, which goes to blacken the fair fame 
of the most distinguished men in our country. 
Namely— 

“The individuals who compose a great majority 
of your present general government, are happily 
tree from the weakening and deadly influence of 
Superstition.” 

Ah, is this the fact? What is Superstition ? 
Mr. O. has decided—it is Religion!!! Can it be! 
forbid it, gracious Heaven, that a “ great majority” 
of those entrusted with the government of our be- 
loved country, should be men destitute of religion. 
Men who are ripe for the destruction of our civil 
institutions, and regardless of the admonitions of 
the King of Heaven! 

—<>——_ 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ACCOMMODATION OF SCRIPTURE. 
No. IL. 

Rerery To THe Eprror. 

What was written and published in No. 6, of the 
present volume of the Gospel Herald, under this 
head, though hastily drawn up, was not written 
without considerable reflection, and, as believed by 
the writer, it still stands unmolested. We only 
have to regret that we were not sufficiently explicit, 

{as it would seem,) so as to be fully understood, 

The Editor commences his “ Reply” by repeating 
what he had before stated, viz.: that “ the declara- 
tion by the prophet is either true or false.” Neither 
Honestus, nor the person whom he represents, has 
ever said, wrote, or insinuated, to his knowledge, 
that the “ declaration by the prophet” is otherwise 
than “ Trug.” 
the prophet are true in the sense, (and in the sense 
only, so far as they are considered the words of the 
prophet,) in which the prophet used them; and 
that sense is to be sought for by the testimony of 
the prophet alone. Unless we admit this, we only 


But, he contends, that the words of 


—— 


the prophet, which required another revelation te 
explain ; which, as we conceive, is an absurdity |* 
The Editor says, “ We regret that Honestus has 
misstated our premises,” &c. We have carefally 
looked for this misstatement, but have not been able 
to discover it. “But,” says the Editor, “the con- 
sequences of the feast of fat things, made in the 
mountain, for all people, it is agreed, on all sides, 
will go into eternity.” Who has said that they 
would not ?—and yet, we ask, who would have 
known of such consequences, had it not been for 
the “appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel ?” This 
is not the question ; and, therefore, the Editor wel 
says concerning this, “ It is agreed on all sides,” &c. 
Houestus has by no means said that the apostle 
made “a wrong ‘ use’ of Isaiah’s declaration, 
‘Death is swallowed up in victory; or, ‘ He wilt 
swallow up death in victory,’” because he never 
supposed it wrong to use Scripture in an accommo- 
dated sense, when the sense in which it is used is 
equally true as the original meaning. If the apos- 
tle accommodated the Scripture to a truth, where 
was the harm in the accommodation? Paul him- 
self evidently uses the word death in two different 
senses ; first, in a moral sense—* To be carnally 
minded is death ;” and, secondly, in a naturat 
sense—* He that is dead is freed from sin ;” and, 
speaking of Christ, the apostle says—* Death hath 
no more dominion over him.”+ Now, supposing 
that the prophet used the word, death, in the former 
of these senses, is it impossible that the prophecy 
should be true? We think not; vut we think that 
such a time will come, whether this was the mean- 
ing of the prophet or not. We say, supposing, &c., 
for we shall not beg the question here, by saying 
that such was the fact. Now, supposing that the 
apostle made use of the same portion of Scripture, 
but applied it, as he did, to the literal resurrection 
of the dead, is this * contrary to its original mean- 
ing?” No. Itis neither “ according” to its ori- 
ginal meaning, nor “ contrary” to it; that is, ad- 
initting that the original meaning be as we have 
supposed. It would be only using words which 
were first used in a moral and figurative sense, and 
applying (or, if you please, accommodating) them 
to a subject in which he uses them in a literal 
sense, and applies them to a doctrine which was not 
fully brought to light in the days of the prophets, 
but which was made “ manifest to the saints” in the 
days of the apostles. This is verily our opinion of 
this matter ; but we are not tenacious about it, and 
therefore, shall only refer the reader to what he 
will find on page 42, No. 6, of the Herald, which, 
to us, appears still to be correct. If a man is dis- 
posed to wear “ his wife’s bonnet,” by way of ac- 
commodation, we shall not contend with hiin about 
it, for if we can only make ourselves understood, it 





* What the LORD meant, unless the words of the pro- 
phet express his meaning, has nothing to do with the sub- 
ject we are upon. We do not pretend, in these matters, to 
be wise above what is written. 

t The apostle could not mean moral death here, for that 





say, in other words, that God made a revelation by 
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ts believed that there will be no material difference 
of opinion between us. 

When Honestus brings his opinion in competi- 
tion with Paul’s, in point of doctrine, it will then 
be sufficient time to ask, “ By what authority ?” &c. 
but as no part of the doctrine of Paul, or even that 
of the prophet, has been disputed by us, there is no 
occasion to compare the authority of Honestus 
with either the prophet or apostle at present. That 
Paul understood the doctrine of immortality we 
have no doubt: but this is not the question. The 
question is, How did he learn it? Did he learn ut 
from the language of the prophet? or from “ the 
revelation of Jesus Christ?” If he learnt it from 
the prophet, why cannot we learn it from the pro- 
phet, without the aid of Paul, just as well ? We ad- 
mit that every plain man, even the “ ploughman,” 
or the “ mechanic,” with the exercise of a little 
© common sense,” may know, that mankind will be 
mortal until death shall have dissolved this mortal 
frame, and this mortal shall have put on tmmorta- 
fity ; and, of course, that death will not be swallow- 
ed up in victory, in the sense in which Paul uses 
the terms, until the time arrives to which he applied 
them ; but we believe that Paul equally spake truth, 
when he said, “The spirit of the law of life in 
Christ Jesus natTa made me free from the law of 
sinand peat.” [In the sense that he was free 
fram death, or from the law of death, was not death, 
with him, swallowed up in victory? Even sheuid 
we admit that the “ Lord,” who spake by the pro- 
phet, meant, by the words he used, the doctrine of 
immortality, as taught by the apostle, this would not 
affect our argument in the least, unless it can be 
shown that the prophet so understood the terms that 
he used, and that others could understand this doc- 
trive from the language of the prophet, even before 
the coming of Christ, and without the aid of the 
apostle, just as well as with: otherwise, we shall 
make it a revelation ; but a revelation of what ?— 
why, a revelation which required another revelation 
to explain! This, to us, is no revelation at all. 

But that the Editor, unfortunately for us, and, as 
we conceive, for himself too, has mistaken us, is 
most evident, or he never would have spent so much 
time and labour to prove what we have never 
thought of denying, namely, the truth of the duc- 
trine of immortality as taught by Paul. The Editor 
says—“ The prophet is the messenger or bearer of 
this communication, of the FULL IMPORT OF 
waicH, and the manner and time of its accomplish- 
ment, no man can pretend to know that the pro- 
phet had an EQUAL KNOWLEDGE with Paul.” Then 
it would seem that the prophet had a message to 
deliver, which even the messenget himself, perhaps, 
did not know what it was; (or, at least, “no man 
can pretend to know” that he did;) and it is de- 
livered in such terms, that no one would be likely 
to guess its true import, if such be the true import, 
till another messenger is sent from heaven to ex- 
plain it. This, if we understand the Editor, is his 
view of the subject ; and we have no disposition to 
contend with him about it, as it must be admitted 
that it fs not without its difficulties any more than 
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our own, and the reader must judge which js the 
most consistent. Our own view is, that nothin, 
more was meant to be revealed, at the time the ng 
phet wrote, than what the prophet understood, ang 
what his words, making all due and reasonable 4). 
lowance for the figurative laaguage of prophecy, 
most naturally convey. But, as a further revelation 
was made known to the apostle, which was kept 
“td” from the prophet, he adopted the Prophet's 
language, as it very well suited his purpose, anq 
would add some weight to his argument; and qj. 
though it was extending the blessing beyond what 
was made known to the prophet, it did not contra- 
dict any thing which the prophet had predicted, and 
therefore was not “contrary” to him; bat, at the 
same time, it extended the feast of fat things toa 
(uture world, which the prophet knew Nothing 
about, and, therefore, it was not exactly according 
to him. What the * Lord” meant, is another thing, 
Honestus has never contended with his Maker. As 
to the impossibility of this prophecy being fulfilled 
in time, inthe sense of the prophet, we can only 
observe, that should all the world become as yir- 
tuous as the most virtuous now are, and of course, 
all the world as happy as the most happy now are, 
which we think is very possible, we think it would 
be very difficult to show a single prophecy, from 
the beginning ot Genesis to the end of Malachi, that 
has been more clearly and more strikingly fulfilled 
than this then would be. But admitting that these 
words—* He will swallow up death in yictory,”—in 
Isaiah, mean exactly as the words—* Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory”—as used by the apostle, it 
does not necessarily follow that the apostle never 
quoted Scripture by way of accommodation : and if 
Scripture is ever thus quoted in the New Testa- 
ment, as we think we have shown in Heb. i. 8, and 
ii. 8, then the principle is established, and whether 
it is so quoted here, or not, is mere matter of opi- 
nion ; an opinion which is, either way, perfectly 
innocent in itself, and which can harm no one. 

HONBSTUS 
(To be continued.) 
—_<—— 
Selected. 
EPIGRAM. 
Of all who seek by bribes to lure, 
They most deserve the rod, 


Who wring a fortune from the poor, 
Then give a part to God. 


Should not the wretches most »bhorred, 
Be hung as high as Haman? 

They offer bribes unto the Lord, 
That he may wink at Mammon. 
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